
St Mary’s Church Chalgrove 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Parochial Church Meeting 

6th September 2020 

 

The annual meeting took place in St Mary’s Church. The meeting had been delayed from 

April 2020 due to the Covid 19 virus which resulted in a lock down across the UK. 

1. The meeting began at 2.30pm with prayers from Father Michael Lakey. 

2. Clerk for the Meeting Heather Topping was appointed.  

3. Parishioners in Attendance : Father Michael Lakey, Andrew Davis, Don Belcher, Gill Lester, 

Barry and Sandra Spicer, Jeanette Barrington, Paul Latham, Jane Reeve, Bob and Marian 

Kuyper, Andy James, Andrew White, Patricia Hunt, Robert Heath- Whyte, Edward Pooley 

and Heather Topping 

Apologies received: Judith Bennett, Margaret Molloy, Jonathan O’Hara, Faye O’Hara, Lynn 

Baker, Charles Baker, Christine Smith and Carole Heath-Whyte 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

Father Michael chaired this meeting.   

The Election of two Church Wardens 

There were two nominations 

Patricia Hunt was elected proposed by Gill Lester and seconded by Don Belcher 

Barry Spicer was elected proposed by Gill Lester and seconded by Don Belcher. 

All were in favour. 

Andrew Davis had agreed to chair the following and Father Michael completed the Annual 

Meeting of Parishioners 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

5. Electoral Roll Report Jane Reeve reported. There are 78 people on roll which has reduced 

by 6. This has resulted in a reduction of the number of representatives allowed for Deanery 

Synod from 3 to 2.  

6. Appointment of Electoral Roll Officer. Jane Reeve confirmed that she would stand again 

and was proposed by Patricia Hunt and Don Belcher. All accepted Jane’s offer to continue. 



7. Elections and Appointments 

a. Deanery Synod Representatives Edward Pooley confirmed that he is willing to continue. 

There were no volunteers for the second representatives. 

b. Parochial Church Council  

Andrew Davis elected proposed by Jane Reeve and seconded by Jeanette Barrington 

Robert Kuyper elected proposed by Jane Reeve and seconded by Jeanette Barrington 

Gill Lester elected proposed by Wendy Poile and seconded by Sandra Spicer 

Andrew James elected proposed by Jane Reeve and seconded by Jeanette Barrington 

Andrew White elected proposed by Robert Kuyper and seconded by Andrew Davis 

David Turner was also due for re-election which had been missed initially at the meeting but 

was re-elected at the end of the meeting proposed by Jane Reeve and seconded by Robert 

Heath-Whyte.  

Don Belcher decided to stand down from his position after long service although he was re-

elected in 2019. He was thanked for his many years of reliable service to the PCC. 

Other members remaining on the PCC are:  

Jane Reeve 2018 -2021 

Jeanette Barrington 2019-2022 

Heather Topping 2019 -2022 

Chris Devonport 2019-2022 

Melissa Spearman 2019-2022 

Jonathan O’Hara 2019 -2022 

c. Appointment of LLM to PCC (New Representation Rules ) Father Michael explained this 

new procedure and Robert Heath-Whyte was thanked for his many years of service as a 

Licensed Lay Minister and was proposed by Don Belcher and seconded by Patricia Hunt. 

8. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 29th April 2019. These were approved and signed by 

Andrew Davis as Chair of that meeting during the interregnum. 

9. PCC Secretary’s Report – This was circulated in advance and there were no questions. 

10. Church Warden’s Fabric Report – This was also circulated and there were no questions. 



11. Treasurer’s Report – this was circulated by Bob Kuyper and a number of issues were 

discussed. Andrew White asked a question about the state of finances and is in favour of 

using Crowd Funding which is a new possibility for us and has been approved by church 

authorities. Bob explained that there will be a shortage of funds by November/December 

2020 even after some donations from the congregation and the Gift Aid. Gift Aid Special 

Donations scheme enabling gift aid to be claimed on loose donations under £30. From Jan         

to March 2020 we got £2069 back from Gift Aid. From April 2020 to August 2020 we will get 

back over £2000 Gift Aid. Bob is also trying to get £1,500 to £2000 from the SSE electric 

board. If just £4,000 could be raised by crowd funding it would help to get through the year. 

Our regular outgoings including the parish share of £3466.57 per month, electricity £500 

and £253.80 insurance per month total £4220.37 per month or £50,644.44 per year. This 

really needs to be covered by collections, direct Debits and gift aid but last year these 

together reached £29176.15. The income of £20,000 from the Church Estate Trust is the 

only thing making up the difference without fundraising at this time. Bob quoted from a 

letter to all treasurers as follows: 

From a letter from Mike Powell (Deanery treasurer) to all treasurers: 
  
‘So there is really a need to advise on your financial position at this half way juncture in the 
year. In most parishes we have seen a favourable continuation of the Gift Aid Direct Debit 
Payments and these should cover your running costs and Parish Share for your Parish to be 
viable, the income from special events really being used for Mission Development. It may 
sound hard, but this really is the situation if your Parish is to be viable. Fabric costs 
associated with Quinquennial inspections must be paid from a ‘Friends of’ organisation that 
is supported from the wider secular community again in order for your Parish to be viable.’ 
  
The Weekend and evening use of the church during the 2019/20 winter months is around 
£100 to £150 so on a cold Sunday morning we are paying about £100 just to heat the church 
e.g. for a congregation of 20 people it would cost £5 each. 
  
Bob described the new donations card reader which is now in the church. Instructions are to 
touch the amount box on the 7 inch tablet (£5 £10 £15 £20 or £30) and swipe a card over 
the small white “Sumup” box. All donations will receive an extra 25% so £10 becomes 
£12.50 by GASDS (Gift Aid Special Donations Scheme) whether or not the donator is a 
taxpayer. 
 
Father Michael commented that these issues may be best taken up by the resources 
development group and that there are only 3 ways to resolve this which are increasing 
income, spending less or increasing numbers who are committed to the church and the  
contribution scheme. 
  
12. Appointment of Auditor Bob reported that Charles Baker had suggested the name of an 
auditor who would not charge who he may contact or he is considering asking  Alan Scott a 
Methodist who has moved into Chalgrove and although he is 91 does still audit church 
books. He could also ask one of the other accountants in Chalgrove. Barry Spicer 



volunteered that Cara Chapman who had helped out previously would still be able to do it if 
required but that does incur a charge. 
 
13. Year Book Reports – Andrew Davis thanked Robert Heath-Whyte and Margaret Molloy 
for the professionalism in preparing the booklet. He noted that the choir were beginning to 
record some music for use on line, the flowers have been very welcoming despite all the 
regulations and thanks were given to the flower arranging team. Gill Lester confirmed that 
the John Hampden Hall has bookings now for small groups and confirmed that they are 
Covid compliant. The last event was the quiz before lockdown which was very successful. St 
Nick’s Fayre is cancelled but a small event will be held in the churchyard if possible to keep 
the date in people’s minds and the raffle will still go ahead. The bell ringers have a new 
member to the team called Dorothy and although bells are ringing in some churches this will 
not be the case for ours due to the limited space of the tower and age of ringers. The Ride 
and Stride is going ahead on 12th September and Bob HW, Patricia Hunt and Lynn and 
Charles are participating. They would like support with sponsorship through Virgin 
Charitable giving page. Traidcraft items have been removed from the church and final 
biscuits enjoyed that would be out of date. 
 
14. Any Other Business  
Charles and Lynn Baker sent in a request that PCC members should be introduced at a 
Sunday Service after the APCM. This was practice for some time but has slipped in recent 
years. It was suggested by Andrew and Michael that other questions Lynn and Charles have 
raised might be better discussed at a PCC meeting. 
 
15. The meeting finished with a prayer from Father Michael at 3.20 pm. 
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 


