
To get started straight away, simply tap any placeholder text (such 
as this) and start typing. 

Heading 1 
View and edit this newsletter in Word on your computer, tablet or phone. You can edit text, 
easily insert content such as pictures, shapes and tables, and seamlessly save the document to 
the cloud from Word on your Windows, Mac, Android or iOS device. 

Welcome 
Welcome to October’s Pews News.  This month we have a bumper edition.  
This includes: What’s on for October, the Gospel for the second Sunday in 
October (Trinity 18); Prayer requests; updates from the September APCM and 
PCC meetings (Chalgrove); a notice regarding October’s APCM (Berrick 
Salome); articles on our COVID security measures and changes to the worship 
pattern; notices about Remembrance and Christmas; and a range of articles 
and news items.  

What’s On (October Worship) 
Sun, 4th Oct  Family Service Online, 10.30am 
Wed, 7th Oct Midweek Prayerbook Communion 

Private Prayer (as advertised) 
St Mary’s, 11am 
St Helen’s 

Sun, 11th Oct  Methodist Worship Book 
Online Sermon: Bob Heath-Whyte 

St Mary’s, 10am 
Online, 10.30am 

Wed, 14th Oct Private Prayer (as advertised) Both Churches 
Sun, 18th Oct  Prayerbook Communion 

Online Sermon: Revd David Benskin 
St Helen’s, 10am  
Online, 10.30am 

Wed, 21st Oct Midweek Prayerbook Communion 
Private Prayer (as advertised) 

St Mary’s, 11am 
St Helen’s 

Sun, 25th Oct  Holy Communion (Common Worship)  
Online Sermon: Fr Michael 

Online, 10.30am  
Online, 10.30am 

Wed, 28th Oct Private Prayer (as advertised) Both Churches 
 

You can access our YouTube channel in a web browser by following this link:   
https://www.youtube.com/c/stmaryschalgrovewithsthelensberricksalome 
; if you have a smartphone, you can even access the channel by pointing your 
camera at the Quick Response code image in the margin to the left. 

Finally, for a trial period, we are making sermons available using a dial-a-
sermon call-in facility.  If you would like to use this, please call 01491 529988 

Other Worship Resources 
The Oxford Diocese service, called Church at Home, is available here:  
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/podcast/church-at-home-full-service/  

The Methodist circuit has a website for their weekly worship resources.  You 
can access this here:  https://oxfordmethodistsworship.wordpress.com/  
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The Gospel for Trinity 18:  Matthew 22.1–14 

  
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent 
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the 
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. 

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to 
the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are 
called, but few are chosen.’ 

Please Pray 
Please pray for Fr Michael, Revd John, and the PCCs. Pray especially for our 
Tuesday Cleaners, our flowers teams, our Wednesday Stewards, and all who 
contribute to our public worship on Sunday.  Please pray for the Benefice 
Standing Committee and Development Group. 

Please pray for the families of David Viall, Joyce Brown, and Kelly Shelton, 
and for all who mourn. 

Please pray for Elaine and for Brian for healing.   

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the 
age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

“Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite 

everyone you find…” 

“Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as 

may be best for us…” 
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St Mary’s Chalgrove, APCM Digest 
On 6th September 2020, the annual meeting took place in St Mary’s Church. 
The meeting had been delayed from April 2020. 

Elections: 
Church Wardens: 
• Patricia Hunt (proposed Gill Lester, seconded Don Belcher) 
• Barry Spicer (proposed Gill Lester, seconded Don Belcher) 
; Both candidates unanimously elected. 
Deanery Synod Representative: 
• Edward Pooley confirmed that he is willing to continue. 
Parochial Church Council: 
 

Members elected:  
• Andrew Davis (proposed Jane Reeve, seconded Jeanette Barrington) 
• Robert Kuyper (proposed Jane Reeve, seconded Jeanette Barrington) 
• Gill Lester (proposed Wendy Poile, seconded Sandra Spicer) 
• Andrew James (proposed Jane Reeve, seconded Jeanette Barrington) 
• Andrew White (proposed Robert Kuyper, seconded Andrew Davis) 
• David Turner (proposed Jane Reeve, seconded Robert Heath-Whyte) 
; All candidates unanimously elected. 
 

Members remaining:  
• Jane Reeve 2018 -2021 
• Jeanette Barrington 2019-2022 
• Heather Topping 2019 -2022 
• Chris Devonport 2019-2022 
• Melissa Spearman 2019-2022 
• Jonathan O’Hara 2019 -2022 
Appointment of LLM to PCC (New Representation Rules): 
• Robert Heath-Whyte (proposed Don Belcher, seconded Patricia Hunt) 
; Unanimously elected. 

 

Reports 
The PCC Secretary’s Report was received 
The Church Warden’s Fabric Report was received 
The Treasurer’s Report was received 
 

Salient points from the discussion: 
• Even with electronic giving, Gift Aid, Gift Aid Special Donations Scheme, 

SSE refund, and Church Estate Trust income, there is a need to raise £4,000 
simply to meet our outgoings. 

• Running costs will rise in Winter, with the estimated increase on running costs 
being around £5 per person for a Sunday morning alone. 

• There is a new donations card reader by the North (exit) door. 
• Fr Michael has invited Bob Kuyper, Andrew White, Revd John Anderson, and 

Patricia Hunt to convene a resources sub-group to report to the Benefice 
Development Group with a view to considering funding. 
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Thanks 
Andrew Davis thanked Robert Heath-Whyte and Margaret Molloy for the 
professionalism in preparing the booklet 
PCC Members standing down: 
Don Belcher decided to stand down from his position after long service although 
he was re-elected in 2019. He was thanked for his many years of reliable service to 
the PCC. 

 

 
 

St Mary’s Chalgrove, PCC Digest 
On 14th September 2020, the PCC met by conference call on Zoom. 

Main Decisions/Salient Points: 
• At the time of meeting, Churches appeared exempt from some of the 

SARS-CoV2 restrictions just imposed by HMG, and in any case we are 
aiming for the highest attainable security.   
[UPDATE: we continuously monitor the latest regulations and are 
adapting our seating arrangements to make best, safe, use of the building. 
See the revised One-Way System in this edition of Pews News] 

• Following a report from the Treasurer, the decision was made to postpone 
action on the previously approved Benefice Administrator. This gives Fr 
Michael the opportunity to explore with other parishes ways of 
collaborating on office expenditure so as to reduce costs.   

• The PCC agreed that when Revd John retires in August 2021 the church 
would be willing to receive a ‘probationer’ minister, who would be 
ordained following two years in the appointment.   

• A generous offer of donation to cover a full set of vestments and altar 
frontal in Lenten Array has been gratefully agreed by the PCC. 

• APCM minutes will be conditionally approved by the PCC for publication 
to the website.  A PCC minutes digest will be made available for Pews 
News.   

• Volunteers have offered to attend to the church driveway 
[UPDATE: this has recently begun] 
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Notice:  St Helen’s Berrick Salome, APCM 
18th October 2020, 10.45am 
The Church Representation Rules require churches to hold annual meetings 
(APCMs) each year and to hold elections for Churchwardens, Deanery Synod 
Members, and Parochial Church Council Representatives.   

For very sensible reasons we postponed our APCMs earlier this year, though 
we cannot postpone them indefinitely.  Technically, we were required to hold 
them before the end of May, but as nearly every church in the land is in the 
same boat, we have been asked to conclude our meetings before October.   

APCM meeting packs are going out to everyone on the electoral roll at St 
Helen’s, in time for our meeting, and notices have been placed on the porch 
noticeboard.   

Please do join us and take your part in the life of Christ’s church.   

Fr Michael  

 
 

  



6 
 

 

Building Security in Both Churches: Track & Trace 
By now, most of us will have experienced the new reality of having to sign in 
as you enter the Church building.  The sign in sheets are retained for 21 days 
and then destroyed.  Thank you for helping us meet our responsibilities in this.  

For those of us with smartphones, there is also an additional step we can take 
to help us to help the authorities track and trace Covid cases.  We have now 
registered both buildings as venues for the purposes of the National Health 
Service Track and Trace App.  This app is available for download on the 
Apple and the Google App Stores.  As we enter each building there is a Quick 
Response (QR) image on a poster for us to scan using our phone camera. This 
will log the visit with the app.  

Like all new technology projects, there have been a few teething issues with 
the app, so please also continue to sign the sign-in sheet as usual. 

St Mary’s: Changes to the Worship Pattern 
We are delighted that many of us have returned to Church on Sundays.  
Inevitably, some parishioners will stay away because they feel that they must 
continue to shield. So as to enable everyone to receive the sacrament, we have 
allocated two Wednesdays each month for an extremely distanced short 
communion service.  This has required us to re-zone the interior of St Mary’s 
so that a Wednesday congregation of no more than 10 can spread out across 
the entire church at much greater distance.  For even greater security, we have 
chosen Wednesdays that follow Sundays when the Church has not been used. 

This month’s weekday services are at 11am on 7th October and 21st October. 
Please be in touch with Fr Michael, if you wish to attend.   

St Mary’s: Re-zoning the Seating and One-Way System 
Please note the image on the next page, which shows the revised seating plan 
for St Mary’s.  As we can see, we have removed the barrier between the Nave 
and the North Aisle, and reopened the walkway in the South Aisle.  The North 
Aisle Chapel seats a maximum of 10 people, with the Nave seating a 
maximum of 20.  We can see that the South-side and North-Side seating now 
each have their own one-way systems.  We plan to place the mobile sanitser 
by the font for communion.  This will enable people to sanitise before 
communion, and for the sanitising fluid to have dried before they reach they 
Chancel Step for the Administration, as the best advice we have received is 
that sanitiser is more effective if it is allowed to dry on the hands.   
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St Mary’s Chalgrove, Revised Seating Plan 
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Remembrance Sunday 
Every year, we hold a Remembrance Sunday parade in the village, which is 
followed by a village service and an Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial. It is usually a large event with over two hundred people attending. 
This year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the restrictions we all face, it is 
not possible for us to do our commemorations in the same way. We are unable 
to hold the parade, and we are uncertain about how many people will be 
allowed to gather in one place at any time. Whilst we recognise that this will 
be hard on those who are used to turning out at the Memorial to honour the 
fallen, we ask that everyone respect the rules laid down by the Government.   

The plan for Remembrance Sunday is as follows: as many members of the 
Royal British Legion as we can safely accommodate at the War Memorial will 
turn out for a service of prayer, and an Act of Remembrance. Signal strength 
permitting, we will live stream this on the Church’s YouTube Channel 
(address listed below) for you to watch on a device, otherwise we will record 
it and broadcast it at noon. We hope to have a musician to play the Last Post 
and the Reveille to mark the beginning and end of the Silence. A suggestion 
has been made that people might want to consider standing at their gates for 
the minute’s silence at 11am, which we could conclude with a clap in respect 
of the fallen, as we did for the N.H.S. earlier in the year. This would be very 
much appreciated.   

Thank you for your understanding in this. We hope and pray that we will be 
back to normal for Remembrance Sunday next year. 

Tony Ace 
R.B.L. Chairman 

Chalgrove Parish Council 

Fr Michael Lakey 
Vicar, St Mary’s Church 
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Update: Advent and Christmas Planning 
One thing that we can be very sure of is that Advent and Christmas will be 
very unusual this year.  At St Mary’s, we ordinarily have Advent Carols to 
mark the beginning of the season of preparation, a huge Christmas Eve Carol 
Service, and both Midnight Mass and Christmas Morning Communions. At St 
Helen’s, we ordinarily have a very well-attended Carol Service and a 
Christmas Morning Communion. Clearly, with the current restrictions and the 
maximum safe occupancy of the buildings, it will not be possible to do what 
we normally do.  

However, we want to reassure everyone that we are keen to do what we can! 
The Benefice Standing Committee, which reports to the PCCs, met recently to 
discuss what we might do both by way of services in the buildings and also 
events in the churchyards.  St Mary’s Choir is working with colleagues in 
Benson and elsewhere to produce recordings we might use for an online 
broadcast of a Carol Service.  The Benefice Development Children and 
Families Working Group is considering ways that we might involve families 
from our villages in the events we plan, and there have been some really 
creative ideas proposed. 

Once these proposals have been discussed by our PCCs, we will publicise a 
Covid-safe Advent and Christmas schedule (in the Link, in the next Pews 
News, and on the Chalgrove Village FaceBook page).  Of course, it remains 
possible that, if cases spike locally, we may face further restriction, but we are 
committed to doing something in our communities this year come what may. 

Watch this space! 

Fr Michael 

Getting Involved with Online Worship 
On the first Sunday of every month, we have an online Family Service.  This 
is an invitation to all children (and those who feel young at heart) to contribute 
pictures and artwork for inclusion in the service.  If you have something to 
contribute, please be in touch. 

Also, do you think you would be able to contribute to the Online Daily Prayer 
services at all?  If this is something you might like to try, please be in touch. 

Fr Michael 
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Activity:  Why A Christian Is Like A Pumpkin 
Some Christians like Halloween and others don’t.  Either way, it can be 
difficult to know how to make connections between the Christian story and the 
expectations children may have as part of their friendship groups.  During my 
time working with children in Essex, I always found the attached poem and 
activity helpful for meeting children half-way at Halloween.  You need a 
pumpkin and a candle! 

First God picks you from the Pumpkin Patch and 
Brings you in from the field 

He then washes all the “dirt” off the outside that we get from 
Being around all the other Pumpkins. 

Then, he carefully removes all the “yucky stuff” called “sin” out  
from the inside.   Look at this! Yuk 

He carefully removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed 
And fear.  He replaces them with the seeds of faith, hope and love. 
After Jesus is invited inside, you begin to experience the changing 
Power of God’s love in your life.  

Then he carves a new smiling face.   
We are changed by the power of Jesus in our life. 
We then become so grateful it can even show on our face! 

Now we are going to light a candle inside.  Look!   
This pumpkin now reflects the light from inside out. 

So too, when Jesus, who is called the Son of Light,  
lives inside of us he shines through our life for all to see. 
We can let his light reflect through us to reveal his presence  

So you see, Christians are really like Pumpkins! 

Marian Kuyper 

  

 



11 
 

Update: Ride and Stride 2020 
This year Ride and Stride was very different. We were not able to open the 
church for Striders, so we had a sign -in table in the porch. Twenty one 
cyclists and walkers signed in, so OHCT did have good support. Lynn and 
Charles Baker and Jessie walked local churches and so did Patricia and Bob 
Heath-Whyte, though they followed a different route. 

 

They started together and at Brightwell Baldwin diverged along their chosen 
routes: Lynn and Charles Baker made for Watlington (3 Churches) via 
Cuxham and Pyrton, returning via Easington to Chalgrove. Patricia Hunt and 
Bob Heath-Whyte walked from Brightwell Baldwin to Berrick Salome, 
Newington, Chislehampton, Stadhampton and thence to Chalgrove (having got 
lost at Ascot!). 

I should like to thank them for their efforts (each route was about 12 miles). 
They also raised a record amount, over £1000 for the first time- thanks to 
generous givers in the village and church members. 

Update: Traidcraft 
The Autumn/winter catalogue is available and it includes Christmas cards and 
wrapping as well as ideas for gifts. I shall not be keeping a stock of items, but 
if you would like a catalogue, please let me know and I can post one through 
your letterbox. I shall send orders as soon as received and deliver them in a 
covid safe way. 

Carole Heath-Whyte, tel. 890442 

Update: USPG 
USPG News from USPG is available in their quarterly magazine “Koinonia”. I 
have copies for anyone who would like one - just let me know! 

Carole Heath-Whyte, tel. 890442 
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Do you have items for the next edition? 
Please be in touch with Fr Michael by email. 

Contact Details 
When writing cheques for the church please make them out to “St Mary’s 
PCC, Chalgrove” or “St Helen’s PCC, Berrick Salome” – this avoids 
ambiguity!  
 
Websites you might find useful: 
St Mary’s:  www.chalgrovechurch.org 
St Helen’s: www.berricksalomechurch.org.uk 
 
For all enquiries contact Fr Michael Lakey, tel: 890392, 
vicar@chalgrovechurch.org 


