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Welcome to the Friends Newsletter
For this electronic issue of the Newsletter our front cover shows that while Covid 19
restrictions near their end, some events have continued during lockdown: the photograph
shows Christine Smith celebrating the completion of her walk for charity and being
congratulated by supporters still observing the social distancing rules. More inside…
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FRIENDS UPDATE
As I write this, a lifting of some of the Covid 19 restrictions
has been announced. That is good news indeed and
encourages us to hope for a further easing over the summer
months.
Gathering socially as a community has been a pleasure that
has been sorely missed by many people. We are delighted
that Friends has been able to arrange a Plant Sale event in
early June. This will be our first step back into providing
events for Chalgrove and neighbouring communities. We
hope that you will support us by coming to the Sale with
plants to donate and/or with money to buy as many as you
want.
Work on the Friends section of St Mary’s website – it is
www.chalgrovechurch.org – has continued. Thanks to Bob
Heath-Whyte and Bob Kuyper, a Friends membership form
can now be accessed online for printing and completing
before sending to our Membership Secretary. One-off
donations to Friends can also be made electronically using
the appropriate section of the church website. Do read these
new entries so that you can recommend them to others who
may be interested in finding out more about the Friends.
Finally, news of another event to come! We have arranged a
date for the Friends Strawberry Cream Tea. Subject to
Covid19 requirements we plan to hold the event on Sunday
27 June from 3pm to 5pm in the garden of the Great Barn,
Mill Lane, Chalgrove. Nearer the time we will send all
members a reminder note with more details. In the
meantime, please put the date in your diaries as we’d love to
see you.
LYNN BAKER
on behalf of the Friends committee

UPDATE FROM FR MICHAEL
Dear Friends
I can hardly believe it is nearly or maybe already June when
you receive this!
The good news is that we have, this month, begun
worshipping weekly in both parish churches in the benefice,
and at St Mary’s we have also restored a mid-week
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eucharist every week. Events have begun to happen again:
we welcomed the Artweeks event in mid-May for a Covidsafe exhibition, and we have been thinking about other
activities for the congregation and community too. Of course,
the Friends are very important to the life of our church.
Please know that we are grateful for all that you plan and
support.
We do face some challenges, but nothing we cannot face
together. Attendance in the churches will be slightly reduced
post-pandemic – at least in the short- to mid-term – as
people who have not yet recovered their confidence take a
bit of time to return. It’s unlikely that some ministries in the
church, such as the choir, will be at full strength without
some recruitment. More broadly, only time will tell as to what
the effects of the pandemic will be on the openness to faith
among the general public, and so there may be opportunities
to go with these challenges. And, of course, there are the
familiar ministries to the community taking place, of funerals,
of weddings, and of baptisms. Please remember us as we
try to share the message of the Gospel with our community.
In all things, though, we are grateful to Almighty God for
bringing us safely to this point. We are praying for you.
God bless.
FR MICHAEL LAKEY

CELEBRATIONS
AT LONG LAST (AND ABOUT TIME)
After a “short” engagement, of forty-five and a half years, Tim
Whatley and Judith Bennett OBE finally became husband
and wife. Some of you will be surprised, as like so many, you
may have assumed that they had been married for years!
Judith, Tim, Christine Smith, Raymond and I arrived at
Abingdon Registry Office. Judith looked radiant in her
beautiful outfit and was glowing with happiness. Tim looked
rather dapper in a suit with a tie which complemented the
bride’s colour scheme.
The lovely flowers, buttonholes and flower corsages were
beautifully made by Posies to Bev’s normal high standards.

We all had to follow Covid restrictions and entered, masked
and sanitised, which added funnily to the truly unique,
wonderful atmosphere this wedding service provided, from
beginning to end. The registrar, Joan Mordue, was charming
and guided us all during the service. Judith and Tim were the
only ones allowed to remove their masks during the whole
ceremony.
Judith and Tim
outside Abingdon
Registry Office on
their happy wedding
day.

While they exchanged their vows, we stayed at regulation
distance and masked. Gifts were exchanged, and the
register was signed. Christine and I were witnesses and
we both felt honoured to participate and could not have felt
happier for Judith and Tim. As we left the Registry Office we
were met by Lesley Williams, a very good friend of the
couple, who had walked from Oxford city centre to come and
congratulate Judith and Tim. It was a perfect time and place
for photographs – by then we were all buzzing with
happiness!
Originally, we were going to have the wedding reception at
Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, but good old Covid put a stop
to that. So the reception was held at The Red Lion, with
champagne on arrival, then a two-course meal, followed by
wedding cake and coffee. We chatted and laughed, and I can
safely say that it was a truly happy day for us all.
So, I end by saying that Christine, Raymond and I, and all
the many people who know this wonderful couple, wish that
their love will continue on with as much happiness and
laughter as they both truly deserve.
SUZANNE SEXTON
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHRISTINE!
It was 27 December 2020 and I was feeling sorry for myself. I
had missed spending Christmas 2019 with family because of
cancer treatment and was now to miss a second because of
Covid 19. I switched on the TV to see Rob Burrows being
interviewed about coping with Motor Neurone Disease, which
is taking his speech yet he is facing life with such
inspirational courage. It was just what I needed to snap me
out of self-pity especially as my health problems, not gone,
were now under control. A rugby colleague of Rob’s was
raising money for MND. I thought I might do something
similar. I was to be 85 on 30 December and when I checked
85 days on, I was astonished to find it coincided with the day
my husband, Graham, had died six years before. It seemed
so prescient.
Graham’s final months were complicated by Ulcerative
Colitis. We had discussed how especially difficult it must be
for young people to deal with this condition. An Oxford
chemistry student was in the hospital ward with him and
had told us of the problems he encountered. It seemed a
worthwhile cause.

I decided to walk at least one mile a day for 85 days – no
matter what the weather. The support I received was
extraordinary. I eventually sent £2633 to Crohn’s and Colitis
UK, which they acknowledged with a delightful letter from
their whole fund-raising team. I do hope Chalgrove knows
just how grateful I am. Suzanne from The Red Lion even
made me a cake to celebrate the end of the challenge,
presenting it when several (socially distanced) people joined
me at Graham’s memorial seat on Jane’s Meadow.
Feeling low? This is a strategy I would highly recommend:
look outside yourself and see who you can help.
CHRISTINE SMITH
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A HAPPY RETIREMENT TO BIPIN AND SANDHYA
The Friends want to add our own “thank you” to the many
messages of thanks and good wishes that Bippin and
Sandhya have received on their recent retirement. Over the
years they have quietly and generously supported the life
and work of St Mary’s Church, for which we are very grateful.
They will be much missed in Londis, but we hope that their
retirement will give them more time to enjoy Chalgrove’s
future community events, including those offered by the
Friends!
LYNN BAKER

WE REMEMBER
JONATHAN MARTIN November 1968 – March 2021
Jonathan was born in Morriston, Swansea but lived most of
his life up to the age of 25 with his family in Chalgrove. From
this point on Jon became unwell and spent the following 27
years as a patient, shared between Littlemore Hospital and
sheltered supported accommodation at Morrell Crescent in
Littlemore run by the charity Response, a mental health
housing charity.
Jonathan’s early life was full of fun, laughter, joy and the love
of his family. He was baptised and confirmed at St Mary’s
with his mother Judith and Claire his sister. During his illness
Jon lived from day to day, taking each day as it came. In the
latter years we took comfort from his relative stability and
acceptance of us in his life.

Jonathan as a
young man

‘Loving Lord’ who created Jonathan and has called him
home for reasons unknown to us – perhaps to spare him or
us from further pain and suffering – perhaps for this you
called time on his earthly struggle for recovery. We his family
thank you for his precious life, a life where we learnt to love
the freedom of his spirit. Amen.
We give thanks to our wonderful Church family and the
loving people of St Mary’s Chalgrove for their prayers of
support –sustained over so many years. We should also like
to say a special thank you to Fr Michael, who presided over
the funeral and supported us at very short notice.
Jonathan is now at peace and without pain, his body has
passed away, but his heart and spirit remain with us for ever.
ROSS, JUDITH AND CLAIRE MARTIN
MARGARET COOMBE February 1944 – May 2021
"You'll be all right!" These were the first words I said to
Margaret when I started to teach her the art of bell ringing
over 10 years ago. Becoming a member of the Oxford
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers, Margaret quickly
made many friends within the Branch; her enthusiasm and
love of life was infectious.
On Margaret's 70th birthday.... As we prepared to ring for
Sunday service, the usual "You'll be all right!" Several hours
later, and with the help of the emergency services, she was
safely out of the bell tower and off to hospital. On recovering
from heart surgery, she became quite a celebrity in the bell
ringing family, with her determined attitude to get on with life.
Throughout the pandemic five of us, including Margaret,
have had a group on Facebook where we have shared our
thoughts, fears and jokes.
It was good to share some time with Margaret, accompanied
by Alison her daughter, as I tolled the tenor bell at St Mary's
for The Duke of Edinburgh. After I tolled the bell again the
following week for the Duke's funeral, we laughed, shared
jokes and put the world to rights.
Margaret, you were a true friend to me and many others, and
on behalf of your bell ringing family, what more can I say?
Just these words "You'll be all right!"
ANDREW DAVIS

Margaret Coombe,
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CHURCH NEWS
THE EASTER GARDEN PROJECT
It was Easter Saturday. We were on our way to church to see
the Easter Garden. Due to Covid, we had assembled the
garden in pairs, separately. When I’d last seen it, the cross
was erected with a crown of thorns and purple cloth fixed on,
slate chippings laid, and the tomb secured. I was keen to see
all the painted stones and the flowers.
On the way we passed someone on the road. They were
easy to pass. Although their progress was steady, it was
slow, as they obviously found it physically demanding.

The Easter Garden,
complete with
painted stones.

We arrived at church and marvelled at how well put together
it all looked. A real team effort, with many, including the
school, contributing painted stones. There was a lovely
variety of styles, subjects, and colours.

After some moments I turned, as it was time to go. Resting
by the churchyard gate was the person we had passed. Two
ladies began to walk through the gate. There was a brief
conversation and then the tired traveller, unable to complete
the last part of their journey, handed over to them a painted
stone. Obligingly the ladies turned and walked back, placing
the stone, alongside the rest, in the Easter Garden.
I couldn’t help it.
I was moved to tears. Then I tried to figure out why.
It was humbling to watch a fellow human being, so utterly
determined to participate in something which, on the face of
all that is happening in our world, seemed so small and
insignificant, and yet…is working together to create
something lovely insignificant?
Advertising, making the time to collect, paint and deliver
stones; hammering in a large cross, thoughtfully placing
people’s artwork in the best position, lugging bags of slate,
fighting against the wind to arrange and secure flowers…
when added together is that small? And battling through the
village to participate- is that insignificant? In that moment I
understood that no, it wasn’t. We hadn’t gone unnoticed.
Nor is the death, resurrection and unimaginable love
propelling the Easter Garden project small and insignificant.

A selection of
painted stones for
the Easter Garden

Thank you to everyone who made possible a beautiful
garden, which, in the most important of ways, was huge.
KIRSTY LAKEY
BELLRINGERS REPORT
As with many churches across the country, from 2.45 to
2.53pm on the afternoon of Saturday 17 April, St Mary’s
Tenor was tolled half muffled while the hearse carrying HRH
The Duke of Edinburgh was driven slowly from the Upper
Ward, down the hill inside the walls of Windsor Castle to the
Lower Ward, through the arch into the Horseshoe Cloister
and to the great West Door of St George’s Chapel for his
funeral. The Tenor was struck at 3pm to signal the start of
the national minute’s silence, and again afterwards.
ANDREW DAVIS
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SPECIAL FEATURE
THE FRIENDS PLANT SALE
The sale will be held on Saturday 5 June 10.00am–1pm in
the car park behind The Crown pub.
This is exciting news, and preparations are well under way to
make a success of our first event since February Quiz Night
last year. But what real success needs is you and many
others to come and browse and buy the plants!

Saturday 5 June
at 10am, weather
permitting, Covid
requirements will
be met
If we have to
postpone because
of wet weather, the
sale will take place
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Saturday, 12 June

We welcome plant
donations – or just
come to buy: it all
helps!

The Friends Plant Sale is open to all, so please do come and
encourage friends, neighbours and family to come too.
Flowering and vegetable plants will be available.
Plants can also be donated: please bring these between 9.00
and 9.30am on the day so they can be priced ready for sale.
And if you can identify and label them in advance, it will save
us puzzling over them as to what they are!
We are delighted that we have this opportunity to celebrate
being a community again, helping to raise awareness of St
Mary’s beautiful heritage features and money to support the
life and work of the church.
Please spread the word and come and enjoy the morning
with us. We all look forward to seeing you there. If you have
any queries, please contact me on 01865 400402.
LYNN BAKER
on behalf of the Friends committee

(PHOTO: Pat
Hougham)

How to donate your
plants

FUTURE EVENTS
Saturday 5 June
Friends of St Mary’s Plant Sale
From 10am to 1pm in the car park behind The Crown pub,
Chalgrove High Street
This is the first Friends event for many months, so do come
along to browse and buy. Vegetable and flower plants will be
available. If the weather is very poor, we will postpone this
event until the following Saturday, 12 June, at the same time.
Sunday 27 June
Members of Friends Strawberry Cream Tea
From 3pm to 5pm at The Great Barn, 20 Mill Lane
Both these events will be organised in line with Covid 19
requirements at the time.

THE BEAUTY OF BLUEBELLS

The cold spring weather seemed to make the bluebells in the Arboretum at
Nuneham Courtenay more lovely than ever this year (PHOTO: Candida Hunt)
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